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Gith he, be ſubject one to another. Fo or i 
ſhould ſeem, that two Perſons cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to be ſubject to each other, 

and that Subjection is only due from Infe- 

riors to thoſe above them: Jet Saint Paul 

| | hath ſeveral Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe. 

Rom. xii. 10. For he exhorts the Romans, in Honour. to 

| 5 prefer one another; and the Phbilipptans, 

Philip. it. 3. that in Lowlineſs of Mind they ſpould let 
each efteem other better than Yhemſelves  - 

and the E Epheſians, that they ſhould ſubmit 

Epbeſ. v. 21. themſelves one to another in the Fear of t the 
Lord. Here we find theſe two: great Apo- 
Mes recommending to all Chriſtians this 
Duty of mutual Subjection. For we may 
obſerve by Saint Peter, that having men- 
tioned the ſeveral Relations which Men bear 
to each other, as Governor and Subject, 
Maſter and Servant, and the reſt which 1 


„ | haye already repeated, he makes no . 


m 
e * —_ 
7 —— atone. - | — 


tion, but ſumms up the whole with com 
manding 


The D Div of 0 Mutual — 


or Authority whiatſoeder. Now, whit ſort 
of SubjeRion this is, and how it ought to 
be paid, _ be the Subjett of * ne 
Dine F | 

As God 54 1 all the Works of 
3 to be uſeſul, and in ſome manner 
a a Support to each other, by which” the 
whole Frame of the World under his Provi- 
dence is preſerved and kept up; ſo, among 
Mankind, our particular Stations are ap- 
pointed to each of us by God Almighty, 
wherein we are obliged to act, as far as our 
Power reacheth, towards the Good of the 
whole Community. And he who doth not 
perform that Part aſſigned him, towards ad- 
vancing the Benefit of the Whole, in 1 pro- 
portion to his Opportunities and Abilities, is 
not only a uſeleſs; but a very ' miſchievous 
Member of the Publick : Becauſe he takes 
his Share of the Profit, and yet leaves his 
Share of the Burden. to be born by. others, 
which is the true principal Cauſe of moſt 
wiſe Man who does not- afliſt.; with his 
ys a ns Man with his Protection,. 
a rich 
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5 De Duty of Mutual Subjection. 
beg /in God, but becauſe, otherwiſe there 
would be nothing but Confuſion. in private 
Families. This Matter will be clearly ex- 

plained, by conſidering the Compariſon 

which St. Paul makes between the Church 

of Chriſt and the natural Body of Man: 

for the ſame Reſemblance will hold, not 

| only to Families and Kingdoms, but to the 
Rom. xii. 21, Whole Corporation of Mankind, The Eye, 


22, 23, 26. ſaith he, cannot ſay unto the Hand, I have 


no need of thee z nor again the Hand to 
the Foot, I have no need of thee, Nay, 
much more, thoſe Members of the Bedy 
which ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 
And whether one Member ſuffer, all the 
Members ſuffer with it; or one Member 
be honoured,, all the Members rejoyce: with 
it, The Caſe is directly the ' fame among 
Mankind. The Prince cannot ſay to the 
Merchant, I have no need of thee; - nor 
the Merchant to the Labourer, I have 
no need. of thee, Nay, much more thoſe 
more neceſſary Members of the Common 
wealth than the Rich, Which clearly ſhews, 
il =, that 


chat God never — ſuch Poſſeſſions 
| for the Sake and Service of -thoſe 46 whins 
he . them +. — | n e 
| alu in Life, od his ede Reaſon goon 
| by ponds, n e WT n 
in the Body. oF FRETT of To Ws 

- From. — mi: wie be —— the 
Name of that Subjection which we all owe 
to one another. God Almighty bath been 
pleaſed to put us into an impert | 
whees we. e have IRR 80 


4s not to worm a-Capacity:of aflifling the 
5 ben en as not to we the 
2 * hath been 
ſaid, that no one human Creature is more 
1 . than another in the — of God, 
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The Duty of Mutual Subjebti '"- 
pleaſed to ſuffer them to be almoſt engroſſed 


by thoſe who have leaſt Title to his Fayour; 


Now according to this Equality wherein 
God hath placed all Mankind with relation, 
to himſelf, you will obſerve, that in all the 
Relations between Man and Man, there is 


a mutual Dependence, whereby the one ” 


cannot ſubſiſt without the other. Thus, 
no Man can be a Prince without Subjects, 
nor 2 Maſter without Servants, nor a Father. 
without Children. And this both explains 
and confirms the Doctrine of the Text: for, 
where there is a mutual Dependence, | there 
muſt be a mutual Duty, and conſequently 


a mutual Subjection. For Inſtance, the 
Subject muſt obey his Prince, becauſe God 
commands it, human Laws require it, and 
the Safety of the Publick makes it neceſſa · 


ry. (For the ſame Reaſons we muſt obey 
all that are in Authority, and ſubmit our 
ſelves not only to the Good and Gentle, but 
alſo to the Froward, whether they rule ac- 
cording to our Liking or no.) On the other 
Side, in thoſe Countries that pretend to 


Freedom, Princes are ſubject to thoſe Laws 
which 
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which their People dies An bey art 
bound to protect their Subjects in Liberty, 
Property, and Religion, to receive the 
Petitions, and redreſs" their Grievatices : 80 
that the beft Prince is, in the Opinion of 

wiſe Men, only the greateſt Servant of the 
Nation; not only a Servant to the Publick 
in general, but in ſome ſort to every Man 
in it. In the like manner, a Servant owes 
edience, and Diligence, and Faithfulneſs 


to his Maſter, from whom at the fame. 


time he hath a Juſt Demand for Protection, 
and Maintenance, an gentle Treatment. 
Nay, even che poor Beggar bath a juſt 
Demand of an Alms from the Rich Man, 
Who is guilty of Fraud, Injuſtice, and Op- 
preſſion, if he does not uſed Reef accord- 
ing to his Abilities. | 7 
But this Subjettion we "att: ore one 
another is no where more neceſſary, than 


in the common Converſations of Life; K 


for without it there could be no Societ 
among Men. If the Learned woul 
ſotnetimes ſubmit to the Ignorant, the Wiſe 
| og 1 Simple, the Gentle to the Froward, 
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Le aer of Midgel S biq um 
the Old to the Weakneſſes of the Yoong, 
there would be nothing but everlaſting Vas 

Buance in the World. This gur, Savio 

himſelf confirmed hy his on Example 
r he appeared in the Farm: of a Servant, 
and waſhed. his Diſciples, Feet, adding thaſs 
me xable. Words, call ne Lord and 
Malter, end ze ſay well, far, ſo Ii 4. If: 
1 then, deut Lord and. Maſter 190gfh your: 
Feet, hi much mare ought ye. to waſh one) 
anather' Feet? Inder which Expreſſion ob 
ing the Feet, is included all that Sun 
ion 5 Fs, Love, and, I >; Which. | 


every good Chuiſtian; ought to, pay bis Bro: 
ther, in, whatever Station God hath, placed; 
him. For the greateſt Prince: and the, 
meaneſt 1 are not by infinite 50. 


whoſe F ect he vouchſafed. to. waſh. 1 
And although this Poctrine of objecting. 
ourſelyes to one another. —— * Ante 
90 e 3 
erer. ito he igelled, 
Nye Big ho value themſelves upon their 
Greatneſs, or theis w. calth ; * 18 it really, - 
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ſelves ; and this is thought both decent 155 
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Minde, and that "what we tis prattile in 

We" of Life, we wou 
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Ae Day * Mutual Subj 


Ani Firſt; 6 "A 3 Prod is 5 ef this 
Duty of ſubjecting ourſelves to the Wants 


and Infirmities of each other, would utterly. 


extinguiſh in us the Vice of Pride. For, if 
God has .pleaſed to entruſt me with a Ta- 
lent, not for my own Sake, but for the 
Service of others, and at the fame time hath 
left me full of Wants and Neceſſities which 
others muſt ſupply ; I can then have no 
Cauſe to ſet any extraordinary Value upon 


my (elf, or to deſpiſe my Brother, becauſe - 


he hath not the ſame Talents which wert 
lent to me. His Being may poi bu 
uſeful to the Publick as mine, and there- 
fore, by che Rule of right ener oe I am i in 
no fort ren to pit Fg 999 


Secondly ; "Tis very manifeſt From: wo 
hath been ſaid, that no Man i greys ol 
upon the Advantages of Life, ſuch as 
Riches, Honour, Power, and the like, as 
his Property, hut meerly as a Truſt, which 
God hath depoſited with him, to be em- 
played for the Uſe of his Brethren ; and 

God 
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practiſe this Duty oh 
each en * 2 ves much con nbute | 


he gives. . Counſel his 
if he ſupplies you in mee ints; 
Greatneſe, if he employs it to, your Fror 
| tectian, The Miſerjes of, Life are ingt. pr PU; 
perly owing to the.ynequal.Nifihutiqn,of., 
Things; but God Almighty, the Arent Ring 
of Heaven, is treated like the Kings of the 
Earth, who although pechaps.intengling well. 

themflycs,.. have: often. angſtt: nomimadle 
Miniſters and. Stewardg, : andetheſc | 
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the Hands of Good Men. For firſt, what 
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one of the Stewards and Dif irs of God's 
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1 in the Moi oy 
Men, than that of Con Hente, 
and the Meaning of it is in 
=" ſome meaſure generally un- N ; 
gerſtood: However, becauſe it is likewiſe 8 1 
Word extreamly abuſed by many Ie | 26 
who apply other Meanings t to it, which God | I 
xx 2 it 2 
M able: „ 


Almighty never intended ; 1 ſhalt e 
to you in the cleareſt manner I am 
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own Actions by comparing them with the 
Law of God, his Mind will either approve 
or condemn him accordin & as he hath done 
Good or Evil; therefore this Knowled 
Conſeience may properly be called both a 
Accuſer and a dge. So that whenever 5 
our Conſcience accuſeth us, we are certain- 38 
ly guilty ; but wre are not always innocent | 
when it "doth: not accuſe us: For very of- 
ten, through the Hardneſs of our Hearts, 
or the Fondneſs and Favour we bear to our 
ſelves, .or . through Ignorance, or Neglect, 
we do not ſuffer our Conſcience to ta take 1 
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Director and Guide ; and "ih wrong Uſe of 
this hath been the Occaſion of more e Evils 
under the Sun, than almoſt all other Cau 
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ut together. For, a8 Conſcience is nothing 
1. but the Knowledge we have of what 
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roughly exandined- by Scripture,” and tha 
Practice of the ancient Church; whether 
thoſe Points are blimeable or no, lg Con. 
bly direct him to con- 

— — | Hence have like wiſe ariſen 
thoſe — about what is uſually called 
Oynſcien ence; which properly 
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betty no one can take from us. 
thoſe Words have obtained: quite different 
Meanings Liberty of Conſcience is now- 
a- days not only underſtood to be the Li- 
berty of believing what Men pleaſe, but alſo 
of endeavouring to propagate that Belief as 
much as they can, and to overthrow | the 
Faith” which the Laws have already eſta- 
bliſhed; to be rewarded by the Publick for 
thoſe wicked Endeavours: And this i is the 
Liberty of Conſcience which the Fanaticks 
are now openly in the Face of the World 
g at with their utmoſt Applica- 
4 the ſame tim 8 but be 
that thoſe very Ferſons, who 
Spirit and Te 
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On the Teftimony 
derneſs towards their Chri 
are ſo jealous for ſuch a Liberty af Conſt. Iy 
ence as this, are of all others the leaſt 
tender to thoſe who 
the ſmalleſt Point relating to Gave | 
and I wiſh I could not ſay, that the Mas 
jeſty of the living God may be offended 
with more Security than the Memory of 
a dead. Prince. But the. Wiſdom, of the 
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World at preſent ſeems to agree with that 
of the Heathen Emperor, who ſaid, If the 
Gods were offended, it was their own) 
cern, and they were able to vindicate them+ 
ſelves; 1 i B64 0 15 e 

But althou oh, Conſcience, Bork been ab- 
uſed to thoſe wicked Purpoſes which I have 
already related, yet a due R L to. the 
Directions it plainly gives us, as well as to 
its Accuſations, Reproaches, and Adv | 


would be of the greateſt Uſe to M 
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Therefore my Diſeourſe 4 this ti time - ſball 
boy directed to prove to you, that there i 2 
no ſolid, firm F oundation for Vir ue, but 
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Character of 25 Moral Men. But now if x 
you look into the Grounds and Motives of 
png a 1 panes m—_ WH find " em 


Trade, you truſt inother wich the Defence 
of your Cauſe at Law, and perhaps they 


both deal juſtly with you. Why?” "Ne 
from any Regard they have fo Juft 
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Men ſet up in the Place of Conlſei 

be their Director in Life, is what 0 who | 
yu to it, call Honour. BY 
This Word is often made the 8 
an Oath; it is reckoned a 80 Jommen- 
dation to be nene wa 


it is commonly underſtood, that a Man of 
Honour can never be guilty of a baſe Ac» 


tion. This is uſually the Stile of Military 


"who pretend 10" Birch: and Qual ity. Tis 
univerſally underſtood, that Honour was the 
Reward of Virtue; but if ſuch Honour as 
is now- a- days going will not permit a Man 
to do a baſe Action, it muſt be allowec 

there are very few -fuehs N as baſe 
Actions in Nature. ol 
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N 1 Mankind, 


Men, of Perſons with Titles, and of othem 


as chat Word is uſually dinderficod,: did ever 
| d that his Honour obliged him to be 
chaſte or temperate, to pay his Creditors, | 
eee, to do good to 


which ſome Men ſo much 
really pradu 
pretended to; yet ſince the very 
that Honour dependeth upon the Br 
the Opinion, or the Fancy of the 
the Virtues derived from it could be of no 


take a Humour of refuſing him. 
racters, he wo then think the Ot 
thought he 
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Seruple to perform it. And God knows, it 
would be an unhappy State, © bare the 
| Religion, js Rn or the Pre | 
People lodged in fach Hands, which how 
ener hath ben too of the Caſe, 


5 0 may ee be Sr of mall 
Concernment to moſt of you who are my 
Hearers: However, a Caution was not al- 
together 1nneceliar 3 - fince there is nothing | 
by which not only the Vulgar, but the 
honeſt Tradeſman hath been ſo much de- 
ceived, as this infamous Pretence to Honour 
in my 6 40 


ae this 8 you the Weakneſs a ad 
ine of thoſe Principles which ſome 
Men ſet up in the Place of Conſcience to 
folid, firm Foundatiom of Virtue, but in a 
Conſcience teen 1 0 he I 1 
* 


4 - * 


There 


if the Motives of our Actions be 
folved and ao ar ae paſs the 


you what I x mean, 
ene x. chinks it my 


be extremely his Intereſt 0 de. 
and where the Laws of the Land can lay 
no Hold upon him: mer neee 


ſon is the Gift of God i that G 
manded him to be 
and did 


Lr dutifol te hh 
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os i And of all this his — 


On the * of 20nſcientt, 
— if he lays a due Weight upon 
thoſe Conſiderations, he will probably con- 
tinue in his Duty to the End of his wy 
-Beeauſe no earthly Intereſt. can ever come 
rn beine. the Danger * 


ence will certainly inform |] in „if ** aan 
any Regard to Religion | + 41 | 
« Secondly; Fear and Hops, are. the two 
greateſt natural Motives of all Men's Acs 
tions : But neither of theſe Paſſions will 
ever put us in the way of Virtue, unleſs 
they be directed by Conſcience, For altho* 
virtuous Men do - ſometimes; accidentally 
make their way to Preferment, yet the 
World is fo. corrupted, that no Man can 
reaſonably hope to be rewarded in it, meer- 
ly upon account of his Virtue. And conſe. 
quently the Fear of Puniſhm at in this Life 
will preſerve Men from very few. Vice * 
ſince ſome. of, the blackeſt and baſeſt de 
are the n. Wer 401 Faxpes, 3 9 


' On th be 0 W 
a which buman Laws'do little concerr then- 
ſelves about. But when Conſcience placeth 
before us the Hopes of everlaſting Happi- 

neſs, and the Fears of everlaſting Miſery, 
as the Reward and Puniſhment of our good 

or evil Actions, our Reaſon 1 find no way 

to avoid the Force of Sen an Argument, 

otherwiſe than by running into. Infidelity. / 
Lofty; ; Conſcience will direct us to fm 

Gabe: and to put our whole Truſt and Con- 

fidence in Him, Our Love of God will. 

inſpire us with a Deteſtation for Sin, as 
what is of all Things moſt conttary to his 

Divine Nature; and if we have an entire 

Confidence in him, chat will enable us to 
ſubdue and deſpiſe all the eee of 

the Wor lee. ren), parks . 

It may here be objected, 11 ee 
be ſo ſure a Director to us Chriſtians in the. 

Conduct of our Lives, how comes it to paſs: 

that the ancient Heathens, who/ had: 0 
other Lights but thoſe of Nature and Rea- 

| ſon, ſhoald ſo far exceed us in all manner 
of Virtue, as plainly appears by _ Er- 

n N have left on nn. 1. 
E 8 To | 


On db 20 22 ; Gas lenk: 

To which it may be anfwered; Fit: 
thoſe Heathens were extremely ſtrict and 
exact in the Education of their Children; . 
whereas among us this Care is ſo much laid 
aſide, that the more God has blefſed any 
Man with Eſtate or Quality, juſt ſo much 
leſs in Proportion is the Care he takes in 
the Education of his Children, and particu- 
larly of that Child which is to inherit his 
Fortune; of which the Effects are viſible 
enough among the Great Ones of the World. 
Again, thoſe Heathens did in a particular 
manner inſtill the Principle into their Chil- 
dren of loving their Country, which is ſo 
far otherwiſe now-a-days, that, of the ſeve- 
ral Parties among us there is none of them 
that ſeem to have ſo much as heard whe-' 
ther there be ſuch a Virtue in the World, 
ad plainly appears by their Practices, . : 
eſpecially. when they are placed in ow, 
Stations where they can be have x 
_ WR it. Laſtly; T 


ak — Rewards and Puniſhments in 4 | 
Lite to come; which is the 2 Prineiple 
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h Perſons as are moſt likely to 
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On the Teſtimony of Cunſcienes-. 
ſome Appearance of it himſelf, or elſe he 
is a very weak Politician, And accordingly 
in any Country where great Perſons affe to 


be open Deſpiſers of Religion, their Coun- 


ſels will be found at laſt to be fully as * 
ſtructive to the State as the Chureh. 5 
It was the Advice of Jethro to his pi 
in-Law Moſes, to provide able Men, ſuch as 
fear God, Men of Truth, hating Covetouf- 
neſs, and to place ſuch over the People; 
and Moſes, who was as wiſe a Stateſman at 
leaſt as any in this Age, thought fit to fol- 
low that Advice, Great Abilities,” without 
the Fear of God, are moſt dangerous Inſtru- 
ments when they are truſted with Power. 


The Laws of Man have thought fit, that 
thoſe who are called to any Office ef Truſt 


ſhould be bound by an Oath to the faithful 

Diſcharge of it: But an Oath'is an Appeal 
to God, and therefore can have no Influ- 
ence except upon thoſe who believe that he | 


is, and that he is a Rewarder of thoſe that 


| ſeek him, and a Puniſher of thoſe who. 


diſobey him: And therefore, we ſee, the 


„ 


On the Te bie of 0 RY 
to Conſcience | in theſe Caſes, becauſe t 1 
Penalties cannot reach the Arts of cunning 
Men, who can find Ways to be guilty of a a 
thouſand Injuſtices without being diſcovers 
ed, or at leaſt without being puniſhed; 5 
- And the Reaſon Why we find ſo man 
Frauds, Abuſes, and Corruptions where any 
Truſt is conferred, can be no other, than 
that there is ſo little Conſcience and Reli- 
gion left in the World, or at leaſt that Men 
in their Choice of Inſtruments have private 
Ends i in view; which are very different from 
the Service of the Publick. - Befides; it is 
certain, that Men who profeſs to have no 
Religion, are full as zealous to bring over 
Proſelytes as any Papiſt or Fanatick can be. 
And therefore, if thoſe who are in Station 
bigh enough to be of Influence or Example | 
to others; if thoſe (I fay) openly profeſs a 
Contempt or Diſbelief of Religion, they wilt 
be ſure to make all their Dependents of 
their 'own Principles ; and what ' Security 
can the Publick expect from ſuch Perſons; 1 
whenever their Intereſts or their Luſts come 
into Competition with their Duty ? It i: 


J4ͥ an 


Al the 7 n * n 


very poſſible for a Man who hath the Ap- 
ce of Religion, and a great Pretender 
to Conſcience, to be wicked and an Hypo- 
crite; but it is impoſſible for à Man who 
openly declares againſt Religion, to give any 
reaſonable Security that he will not be falſe 
and cruel, and corrupt, whenever a Temps * 
tation offers, which he values more than he 
goes the Power wherewith he Was truſted, 
And if ſuch a Man doth not betray his Cauſe 
and his Maſter, it was only becauſe theTemp- 
tation was not properly offered, or the Profit 
was too ſmall, or the Danger too great. And ; 
hence it is, that we find ſo little Truth or 
Juſtice among us, becauſe there are ſo very 
mY #59 either in the Service of the Pub- 
Dealings with each 
ook 4 farthe: than their n 
„ and hoy to guard themſelves 
againſt the Laws of the Country. ; Which a, 
Man may do by Favour, 15 Secreſy, or by 
Cunning, thong be break: almoſt n | 
Law of; nen | 
Therefore to conclude; ö 1 plainly appears, : 
. unleſs Men are ls N. the Advice 


and 


* 


on the Teſtimony of Conſcience, . 
and Judgment of a Conſcience founded 'on © 
Religion; they .can give no Security' that 5 + L 
they will be either good Subjects, faithful "£22 
Servants of the Publick, or honeſt in their — 
mutual Dealings; ſince there is no other 
Tie thro' which the Pride, or Luſt, or Ava- 
rice, or Ambition of Mankind will not cer- 
| tainly break one Time or otler. 


Conſider | what "i been ſaid, &c, 
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1 i Epiſt. Gen. of St. Joan V. 7. 


Por there are Three that bear Rica 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, : 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; ; and theſe 
Three are One. „% wo 


e Day being t 
acknowledge our Belief in 
17 4 che Eternal TxiniTy, I 


— 4 N 
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wdought it might be proper 

* * * to — "_ preſent Dif. 
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ſent. 


On the Trinity. 


3 informed of your Duty in this 


great Point, than ee are N 
„ e that by the Weak 


na and Indiſcretion of buſy (or at beſt, of 
k well-meanmg) People, 85 as well as by the 


Malice of thoſe who are Enemies to all 
Revealed Religion, and are not content to 

poſſeſs their own Infidelity in Silence, with- 
out communicating it to the Diſturbance of 
Mankind; I fay, by theſe Means, it muſt 


be confeſſed, that the Doctrine of the Tri- 


nity hath ſuffered very much, and made 
Chriſtianity ſuffer along with it. For theſe 
two Things muſt be granted: Firſt, That 
Men of wicked Lives would be very glad 
there were no Truth in Chriſtianity at all; 
2 if * can pick cr we - 


* © - 0 
. ; 


which appears not Secret to I own 


corrupted Reaſon, or to the Arguments of 
thoſe bad People, who 2 of 


4 Hit, 10 Man ſhould fay, zecauſe he 
diſlikes one Law of his Country, ell} 
cherefore obſerve no Law at all; and yet 
that one Law may be very reaſonal 
elf, altho' he does not allow it, 6 


deed not in Ueber. p but was a Term e 
| Art invented! in the earlier Times 'tolexpreſs 
Doctrine by a ſingle Word, for tlie ſake 
Y of Brevicy and: Convenience, The Jodi 
pot exatily Jnads kms Words, is very l 
5 Ron That the Father; 
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On ibe Trinity. 
ſprang up a Hereſy of a People called 
Arrians, from one Arrius the Leader of 
them. Theſe denied our Saviour to he God, 
although they allowed all the reſt of the 
Goſpel (wherein they were more ſincere 
than their Followers among us.) Thus the 
Chriſtian World was divided into two Parts, 
till at length, by the Zeal and Courage of 
Saint Athanaſius, the Arrians were con- 
demned in a General Council, and a Creed 
formed upon the true Faith, as Saint Atha- 
naſius hath ſettled it. This Creed is now 
read at certain times in our Churches, which 
although it is uſeful for Edification to thoſe 
who underſtand it, yet ſince it contains 
ſome nice and philoſophical Points which 
ſew People can comprehend, the Bulk: of 
Mankind is obliged to believe no more than 
the Sctipture-Docttine, as I have deliver'd 
it. Becauſe that Creed was intended only 
as an Anſwer to the Arrians in their own 
Way; who were yery ſuhtle Diſputers. 

+ But this Hereſy having revived in the = 
World about an hundred Years ago, and 


ever ſance. not: out. of a Zeal ta 
Truth, 


On the Thnihy.' 


Truth, but to give a Looſe to Wickednefs/ ö 
by 3 * my Religion; ſeveral Di- 

anſwer the Cavils of thoſe 
Adveruries to Truth and Morality, began 
o find out farther Explanations of this 
rine of the Trinity,” by Rules of Philo- 
fophy'; which have 1 Controverſies 
to fiich a ters e to beget 
Chriſtians, who otherwiſe uld never have 
| entertained em nm ba 
Imuſt therefore be fo bold' to > affim 


. * 1 AR 
A 
ed upon A Miſtike; £297 CTIA 


hath been founc 
It muſt” be allowed, that every Nan n ö 


I ind to follow the — and Diret 


wiſe if he will be ſincere; or ad like LY 
Mah.” ' or Init IF hen be . 


— thong Tires are One, and 
One 


= 
S 


One is Three, I could not conceive or be- 
lieve it in che natural Senſe of that 
Expreſſion, but muſt ſuppoſe that ſome» 
thing dark or myſtical was meant, which 
it pleaſed God to conceal from me and from 


all the World. Thus in the Text, There 


are Three that bear Record, &c. Am I 
capable of knowing and defining what 
Union and what Diſtinction there may be 
in the Divine Nature? which poſſibly may 
be hid from the Angels themſelves. Again, 
Hee it/ plainly declared in Scripture that there 
is but one God; and yet I find our Saviour 
claiming the Prerogative of God in know- 
ing Men's Thoughts; in ſaying He and bis 
Tom.” n. that the Ware iy hip- 
ta And Saint Jun, Chap. 
it,- In the Beginning was the, Word, and 
the Mond was with God, and the Word was 
G. in —_ oO: ant, the Hely Ghoſt 
. Pow of working Miracles, which, if right= 
* . is as great a Miracle as any, 
0 that 


guages abs known-in- the World; 

an „ of God | 
alone. From theſe ſeveral Texts it is plain 
an Union and there is 5 @ Niſtinion ? -but 


me ſo, at leaſt till the Day of _ 
dgment, without ſome: new Revelation. | 

But becauſe I cannot cor 
of this Union and Diftin&ion-in the Divine 
Nature, am I therefore to reject them as 


| Men are one, and 
one Man is three? We are told,” that a 


* 


and his are one Fleſh ;/ this 
end the 
rally taken, it is a thing im 
the Apoſtle tells us, Wan but in part, and. 
we know n in Fun eee wound” 


* % 
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On the Trinity. 

Therefore Iſhall aga in repeat the Does 
trine of the Trinity, as it is poſitively af+ 
firmed in Scripture : That God is there ex- 
preſſed in three different Names, as Father, 
as Son, and. as Holy Ghoſt ; that each of 
theſe is God, and that there is but one God. 
But this Union and Diſtinction are a My- 
ſtery utterly unknown to Mankind. 

This is enough for any good Chriſtian to 
believe on this great Artiele, without ever 
inquiring any farther- And this can be 
contrary to no Man's Reaſon, although the 
Knowledge of it is hid from him. . 

But there is another Difficulty of great 
Importance among thoſe who quarrel with 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, as well as with 
ſeveral other Articles of Chriſtianity,z which 
is, that our Religion abounds in Myſteries, 
and theſe they are ſo bold to revile as Cant, 
Impoſture, and Prieſt- craft. It is impoſſi- 
ble for us to determine for what Reaſons 
God thought fit to communicate ſome 
Things to us in part, and leave ſome part a 
Myſtery. But ſo it is in Fact, and ſo the 
*. Scriptures tell us in ſeveral Plates. 
1 5 For 


8. 
4 


* 
— — ad * 


Writ or, — When the l . Myſtery 
| turns to the Advantage of thoſe ho preach 
„as to the firſt, it can 


* 


| be ſaid, nt we pi 


. ane etimes ben e human 


4 [ſecond ; it will: 
E Proteſtant: Prieft- 


* 


— or — of . Does 
this Myſtery of the Trinity, for Inſtance, 
and the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, being 
the leaſt Profit or Power to the Preachers? 
No; it is as great a Myſtery to themſelves 
as it is to the meaneſt of their Aueh 
and may be rather a Cauſe of Humiliation, 
by putting their Underſtanding in that Paint 
upon à Level with the moſt ignorant of 
their Flock. It is true indeed, eee bY 
Church hath very much enriched herſelf by 
trading in Myſteries,” for 'which they have 
not the leaſt Authority from Scripture, and 
were fitted only to advance their own tem- 
poral Wealth and Grandeur; ſuch as/Trar 5 
ſubſtantiation, Wor ſhipping 'of Images, In. 
dulgences for Sins, Purgatory, and Maſſes = 
for the Dead; with many more: But it is 
the mee Talent of nn who ed. 
Religion, ade up NG W. kedneſs of 
their Lives, to charge us with the ans 
and Corruptions of Popery, which all Pro- 
teſtants have thrown off near n hundred 
8 2 Tean:; 


. 


bo the Faith of Abrabam is praiſed, who 
Could believe that God wonld ren. from 
him a great Nation, at the very fame tune 


M 
— . 


this was to a a great Myſtery. Our 
Saviour is perpetually preaching Faith to his 
Diſciples, ' or reproaching them with the 
Want of it; and Saint Paul produceth nu- 
merous Examples of the Wonders done by 
Faith. And all this is highly reaſonable; 
for, Faith is an entire Dependence upon 
the Truth, the Power, the Juſtice, and the 
Mercy of God; which Dependence will 
| certainly incline us to obey him in all n 
80 that the great Excellency of Faith con- 
ſiſts in the Conſequence it hath upon our 
Actions: As, if we depend upon the Truth 
and Wiſdom of a Man, we ſhall certainly 
be more diſpoſed to ' follow ' his Advice. 
Therefore, let no Man think that he can 
lead as good a moral Life without Faith, as 
with it; for this Reaſon, Becauſe he wo 
has no Faith, cannot, by the Strength of his 
own Reaſon or Endeavours, ſo eaſily reſiſt 
'Temptations, as the other who depends 
upon God's Aſſiſtance in the overcoming 
His Frailties, and is ſure to be rewarded for 
ever in Helven for his Victory over them. 
ws; ſays the 1 is the Evidence f 
Things 


ain to us, abe we do not ts oa 
can Conceive it; becauſe, by Faith we en- 
de e e the Prack and Power 1 : 
Te”: . x M 5 
e en ad us true e Diſtnclen, that 
Things may be above our Reaſon without 
being contrary to it. Of this Kind are the 
Power, the Nature, and the univerſal Pre- 
ſence of God, with innumerable other Points. 
How little do thaſe who quarrel with My- 
ſteries, know of the commoneſt Actions of 
Nature? The Growth of an Animal, of a 
Plant, or of the ſmalleſt Seed, is a Myſtery 
to the wiſeſt among Men. Ut an ignorant 
Perſon were told that a Load - ſtone would 
dtaw Iron at a Diſtance, he might ſay it 
was a Thing contrary to his Reaſon; and 
could not n wen * n an 
* he Rs a hs Soul nad Body 
are united, and how.they are diſtinguiſned, 
is wholly unaccountable to us, We ſer 
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of to; b c is 4 242 we cannot 


comprehend, any ore. than. th; 
Trinity. 


From wha hath "Hat kaid, ee is Vue 
feſt, that God did never command us to 
believe, nor his Miniſters to preach, any 
Doctrine which is contrary to the Reaſon 
he hath pleaſed to endow us with; but 
for his own wiſe Ends has thought fit to 
conceal from us the Nature of the Thing 
he commands; thereby to try our Faith and 
Obedience, and encreaſe our Nependenes p 
upon him. 
It js highly probable, has if God. Gould 
195 to reveal unto us this great Myſtery of 
the Trinity, or ſome other Myſteries in our 
Holy Religion, we ſhould not be able to un- 
derſtand them, unleſs he would at the fame 
time think fit to beſtow on us ſome new 
Powers or Faculties of the Mind, which we 
want at preſent, | and are reſerved till the 
Day of Reſurrection to Life etetnal. For 
now, as the Apoſtle ſays, we fee through.s 
Glaſe darkly, but then Face ta Face. 
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God — CO! us in Holy Scrips i 
ture, or we muſt vo reject the Scripture, | 
and the Chriſtian Religion 'w which we 1 8 
tend to profeſs: But this, I hope, | 
deſperate a Step for any of us to make. 94 1 

I have already obſerve „that thoſe hh 
preach up the Belief of we Ti. rinity, or of any | 


other _—_— cannot 135 — 1 9 | 


bey lead bet er 
Lives than a « esche? Are they more 


juſt in their Dealings ? more chaſte, or 
temperate, or charitable & 9 at Ml 


g ler“ as many ohh . 
as 40 can e thee se, ; becauſe 
it is ſome kind of imaginary Comfort” to | 


have a Multitude on 1 their Se. ko 
F | 1 
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There is no Miracle mention d in Holy 
Weit, which, if it were ſtrictly examined, 
is not as much contrary to common Reaſon, 
and as much a Myſtery as this Doctrine of 
the Trinity; and therefore we may with 
equal Juſtice deny the Truth of them all. 


For Inſtance: It is againſt the Laws of 


Nature, that a Human Bedy ſhould be able 
to walk upon the Water, as Saint Peter is 


recorded to have done; or that a dead Car- 


caſe ſhould be raiſed from the Grave after 


three Days, when it began to corrupt; 
pronounce to be impoſſible by the common 
Rules of Nature and Reaſon. Vet theſe 
Miracles, and many 0 
affirmed in the Goſpel; and theſe we muſt 


believe; or give up our Holy: __ to 


ers, are poſitively 


. Ain; and regal 2 oF "om f $2 
| f vr gt. 75 


1 hall. ; now 3 A: 8 Inferences . 


0 Obſervations from what heh been fad, .. 


T iet a 
Firſ, Ie hacks be — a, People would 
not lay fo much Weight on their own Rea- 
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mands of God in the Golpel.. | Far, * 


The Scripture tells us, Becauſe tbeir Deeds. 


and inquiſitive to diſcover ſome weak. Sides 
in Chriſtianity, and inclined. to favour every 


On eb Trini. 3 
which is equally contrat 


do Men love Datkneſs rather than Li t? 


are evil; and there can be no other Reaſon 
aſſigned.¶ Therefore when Men are curious 


thing that is offered to its Diſadvantage, it 
is plain they wiſh it were not true, and 
thoſe Wiſhes can proceed from nothing but 
an evil Conſcience; becauſe, if there be 


Truth in our ee their Couduion, nine 
be miſerable. e e ee 


And therefore, Thirdy, Men ſhould con- 
"Fj that raiſing Difficulties concerning tha 
Myſteries in Religion, cannot make them 
more wiſe, learned, or virtuous; better 
Neighbours, or Friends, or more ſervice- 
able to their Country; but, whatever they 


pretend, will deſtroy their inward Peace of 


Mind, - by perpetual Doubts, and Fears ariſ- 
ing in their Breaſts. And, God forbid, we 
ſhould ever ſee the Times ſo bad, when 
rale 13 dangerous 


Means to get Favour and Preferment; 
o even in ſuch à Caſt it would be an it 
Traffick, to gain the World, and loſe 


own nee that _ the whole it it will 
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Ears even of a ſober Heathen. 1 
V Ht our T . 

peſtilent Books particularly written 2 
Trinity; it is fit to 
2 you, that the Authors of them pro- 
dceed wholly upon a Miſtake : They would 


ugly 
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— dv Thing, at leaſt in 
that Mario dbey wid 1 

tat there is ſome kind oe Unüy and Difa 
in eee Nature, which Man 
end: Thus the 
dale Doctrine is ſhort and plain, and in 
itlelf uncapable of any Controverſy: $9 ſinco 
God himſelf hath pronounced th 
wholly concealed the Manner. And there- | 
= fore many Divines wh eee to an- 
ſwer thoſe wicked Books, have been miſ- 1 

5 Ae ud by anſuering Fools i h their Folk | 4 
y and endeavouring to explain a Myſtery 
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On the Trinity: 


pray to be kept ſtedfaſt in this Faith; and 


what this Faith is I have ſhewn you in the 
plaineſt Manner I could. For upon the 
whole, it is no more than this: God com- 
mands us, by our Dependence upon his 


Truth and his holy Word, to believe a Fact 


that we do not underſtand; And this is no 


Works of Nature, upon the Credit of Men 
of Learning; Without Faith we can do no 


Works acceptable to God; for if they pro- 
ceed from any other Principle, they will not 


advance our Salvation; and this Faith, as 1 
have explained it, we may acquire without 


giving up our Senſes, or contradicting our 
Reaſon. May God of his infinite Mercy: 


inſpire us with true Faith in every Article 


and Myſtery of our Holy Religion, ſo as to 
diſpoſe us to do what is pleaſing in his ſight; 
and this we pray through Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 


the myſterious jncomptehenſible One Go 0 U 


be all Honour and Glory now and for ever) 


more. n 
The E N D. 


